<i 


0 

US 
o 


A3 


Civil  War 
Reactionaries 


Early  Assassination 
Conspiracies 


Excerpts  from  newspapers  and  other  sources 


From  the  files  of  the 
Lincoln  Financial  Foundation  Collection 


-7/,  -zao^.  oys.  0¥o5z_ 


B( 


Mb.  Lincoln's  Entrance  into  Washing- 
ton. The  reasons  which  impelled  the  President 
elect  to  avoid  a  public  reception  in  Baltimore,  aud 
to  pass  privately  through  that  city,  are  variously 
given  by  different  presses.  But  facts  arc  daily 
coming  to  light,  which  show  that  the  new  Presi- 
dent acted  wisely.  The  character  of  the  crowd 
at  Baltimore  awaiting  the  train  in  which  Mr.  Lin- 
coln was  expected,  is  sutliciently  developed  by 
the  description  of  the  Baltimore  Republican,  cop- 
ied on  the  first  page.  Other  accounts  state  that 
Mr.  Lincoln  would  have  been  protected  by  two  or 
three  thousand  "Union"  men,  who,  however,  in- 
it  nded  to  lynch  the  Republican  Committee  of  B-d- 
tiuioreans  which  went  to  Harrisburg  for  the  pur- 
pose of  accompanying  Mr.  Lincoln  to  Baltimore. 
These  revelations,  taken  in  connection  with  tUe 
unenviable  reputation  for  malicious  rowdyism 
fastened  upon  the  lust  named  city,  would  seem  to 
be  a  complete  justification  of  the  President  in  so 
shaping  his  course  as  not  to  give  its  "plug 
uglies"  an  opportunity— which  they  would  have 
rejoiced  at—  of  insulting  tho  chief  magistrate  of 
the  nation,  oven  if  he  were  saved  from  personal 
injury. 

The  New  York  Commercial  Advertiser  closes 
its  account  of  this  transaction  w  hh  these  observa- 
tions: 

When  the  truth  is  known,  it  will  doubtless  appear 
that  t lie  authorities  of  Baltimore  are  really  glad  that 
41r.  Lincoln  pasted  tliat  city  ao  lie  did;  possibly  be- 
cause they  could  not  keep  in  order  the  turbulent  el- 
ements ol  their  community,  and  juat  ua  likely  be- 
cause they  couid  not  brook  the  demoubtrution  sure 
to  be  made  by  the  Baltimore  Union  and  Kepublicau 
men. 

We  have  already  quoted  from  tho  Lafayette 
(Indiana)  Journal  an  account  of  tho  timely  dis- 
covery of  an  obstruction  placed  on  an  Indiana 
railroad,  with  the  evident  design  of  throwing  otl 
the  special  train  which  conveyed  Mr.  Lincoln's 
party.  Tht<  Syracuse  (>T.  Y.)  Journal  of  Saturday 
evening  has  another  development  of  a  similar 
character.    It  says: 

We  have  been  informed  by  gentlemen  connected 
with  the  party  of  Mr.  Lincoln  since  be  left  borne  tor 
Washington,  that  there  were  several  attempts  to 
take  his  lile  mndo  during  the  journey  through 
Indiana  and  Ohio  The  one  which  threatened  tho 
most  serious  consequences  took  place  on  the  presi- 
dential train  leaving  Cincinnati,  when  a  grenade  of 
the  most  destructive  character  was  discovered  in  tho 
car  occupied  by  Mr.  Lincoln,  his  family  and  personal 
friends.  It  was  found  in  a  small  carpet  bag.  which 
bad  been  deposited  iu  a  seat  ot  the  car  by  some  un- 
known person.  Atteetiou  was  drawn  to  it  from  the 
lact  that  no  baggage  was  allowed  iu  the  cars.  t>u 
examination,  the  grenade  concealed  in  the  carpet 
bag  was  discovered  to  be  iguited,  aud  90  arranged 
that  within  rilhen  minutes  it  would  have  exploded 
with  a  loice  sufficient  to  have  demolished  the  oar 
and  destroyed  the  lives  ot  all  persons  in  it.  Ot 
course,  the  "infernal  machine"  was  speedily  re- 
moved and  properly  disposed  of. 
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Mr.  Lincoln  was  lo  leave  ilarrisburyh  ul  'J  o'clock  ba- 
turday  morning,  by  special  nam,  aud  Hie  idea  was,  if 
possible,  to  throw  the  carsj/om  the  road  at  sovie  point 
Winn  tluy  would  rush  down  a  steep  emiaukuunt and  dt- 
ilroy  in  a.  moment  the  lives  qf  all  on  board,  lu  ease  0/ 
Ihe  failure  of  tins  project,  their  plan  was  to  surround 
the  carriage  on  the  way  from  depot  lo  depot  in  Baltimore, 
and  assassinate  him  with  danger  or  pistol  shot. 

The  N.  Y.  Times  insists  upon  the  existence 
of  this  plot,  though  its  assertion  implies  that 
Lincoln  was  willing  to  sacrifice  his  wife,  fa- 
mily and  friends,  whom  lie  sent  by  the  doomed 
train  whilahe  made  good  hta  own  escape.  "The 
Times  says  :  Crfb"    V  e9tA~KX-» 

£  Wo  have  not  the  slightest  doubl  ^hal  the  project  of  as- 
kmssiuatmg  Air.  Lanooln  has  been  seriously  canvassed  by 
very  many  persoua  in  different  sections  of  the  country, 
nor  that  plans  have  been  laid  for  lis  accomplishment.— 
In  regard  to  the  recent  alleged  conspiracy,  we  have  no 
doubt  of  us  existence  J*Jb.X$     ,%L  / 

The  proof  the  Times  adduces,  fstne  "Wash- 
ington  Correspondence"   of  the   Philadelphia 
papers  ;  and  the  unauthorized  allegation  that 
''  Gen.  Scott  sent  information  to  Mr.  Lincoln  J 
that  a  club  of  persons  were  sworn  to  accom-  | 
plish  his  assassination.     One  of  the  tlftoon  was  i 
a  secret  agent  of  the  Government,  and  divulged  | 
the  plans  of  the  junta  as  rapidly  as  they  were  j 
matured." 

The  whole  story  is  falso;  and  worse  than 
false;  and  the  revelations  which  the  Times 
adduces  are  silly  inventions,  got  up  to  cover 
Mj.  Lincoln's  ignominious  flight.  If  not,  let 
us  have  an  investigation  and  exposure,  in  soma 
authentic  shape.  If  there  is  a  conspiracy,  let 
tho  participators  bo  brought  to  justice.  If  not, 
let  the  American  name  be  relieved  of  this  foul 
stigma  of  assassination. 

The  N.  Y.  Tribune,  assuming  to  speak  by  au- 
thority of  the  state  of  affairs  in  Baltimore, 
says: 

"The  facts,  as  given  by  Superintendent  Ken- 
nedy, are  substantially  as  tollows:  The  police 
authorities  had  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
there  would  be  little  demonstration  of  any  kind 
during  Mr.  Lincoln's  passage  through  the  city. 
Indted,  so  firmly  had  they  become  convinced  of 
this,  and  that  there  would  be  no  riotous  pro- 
ceedings, that  they  had  determined  to  employ 
a  force  of  only  twenty  men  for  the  special  duly 
of  attending  to  the  route  of  the  Presidential 
cortege  through  Baltimore.  The  reason  al- 
leged for  this  course  was  that  they  wished  to 
demonstrate  to  the  country  and  to  the  world, 
the  law-ami- order  character  of  the  city. 

This  coming  to  the  ears  of  Gen.  Scott,  ho  at 
once  declared  that  one  of  two  thiDgs  must  be 
done:  either  a  military  escort  must  be  provided 
for  Mr.  Lincoln  at  Baltimore,  or  there  must 'be 
a  cogp  de  mam  by  which  he  should  be  brought 
through  the  city  unknown  to  the  populace. — 
Under  the  circumstances,  it  was  thought  that 
the  employmeut  of  a  military  escort  might  cre- 
ate undue  excitement,  and  the  cause  of  its  be- 
ing brought  into  requisition  misinterpreted. — 
The  alternative  of  employing  stratagem  was 
therefore  determined  upon. 

Afterwards  the  police  authorities  agreed  to 
turn  out  the  whole  force,  though  deeming 
twenty  men  enough.  It  was  supposed  at  Bal- 
timore op  to  the  last  minute  that  Mr.  Linooln 
was  on  the  train;  and  telegrams  lo  the  con- 
trary were  believed  to  be  hoaxes.  The  com- 
mittee of  the  Baltimore  Common  Council  went 
on  to  Harrisburgh  to  accompany  Mr-  L.;  and  of 
course  would  have  shared  his  fate,  if  the  train 
had  been  thrown  off,  and  his  danger,  if  pistols 
had  been  used. 

This  monstrous  falsehood  is  too  gross  for 
human  credulity,  and  it  will  be  rejected.  And 
those  upon  whom  it  has  been  attempted  to  palm 
it,  will  begin  to  suspect  that  the  other  fabrica- 
tions from  the  same  source  (of  Kansas  outrages, 
Southern  crime,  secession  desperation,)  are 
j  equally  false  and  unfounded.  That  will  be  the 
I  good  use  this  bad  lie  will  serve. 
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The  Sbiri"»iuti  Pict— wy'velosjiuoms. 

Alvan  II  Williamson,  ;i  policeman,  testifies 
before  tLo  New  York  Police  Commissioners, 
that  during  the  latter  part  of  December  he  was 
summoned  to  the  private  office  of  Superinten- 
dent Kennedy,  when  a  conversation  took  place 
in  reference  to  the  then  existing,  jimore  of  ft- 
plot  to  assassinate  Mr.  Lincoln.  Mr.  Kennedy, 
arier  c^apljpjentiDg  Williamson  ou  his  skill  as 
a  detective,  told  him  tuai  ue  »ui.on4e(|  to  send 
oue  or  more  detectives  to  Baltimore  and  Wash- 
ington, for  tho  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  rer 
liability  of  the  above  rumor,  and  intimated  that 
whether  true  or  not,  he  (Kennedy)  desired  that 
it  should  appear  to  be  t/ue. 

Williamson  alleges  that  Mr.  Kennedy  then 
stated  that  he  had  been  prominently  spoken  of 
as  a  candidate  for  the  Maishalshipof  tho  South- 
ern Distikt  of  Now  York,  and  was  desirous  of 
being  of  service  to  Mr.  Lincoln. 

On  the  examination,  Kennedy  denied  the 
whole  story. 
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afternoon  session. 

Oocbt  Room,  Ihdia.mapoi.is,  Indiana,  / 
November  4,  1864 — 2  o'clock  p.  *.    y 

The   Commission   met  pursuant  toadjourn- 
tent 

A'.l  the  members  present  r  also  the  Judge 
Advocate,  tlie  accused  and  their  counsel. 

The  Jadge  Advocate  '  here  stated  that  all  pro- 
:eediags  against  Colonel  Horace  Heffren  were 
withdrawn  on'  the  part  of"  the  Government,  that 
ie  was  released  from  arrest  bj*  the  properau- 
haritiea,  and  that  ha  would  now  appear  flfltjlw 
imnd  as  a  witness  for  thft'Govoronrtni. ' 

Horace  H«fijreu,  a  ■witness  foPthe  Gor*ern- 
mtfnt,  was  then  called^  to  the  stand,  and  being 
duly  sworn  by  the  Judge  Advocate  testified  as 
follows : 

The  counsel  for  the  accused  said  that  wheu 
the  accused  were  jointly  indicted,  as  they  are 
in  this  instance,  that  it  was  not  compliant  for 
au  accused  to  testify  either  for  the  defense  or 
prosecution  till  a  verdict  c(  "not  guilty"  has 
been  entered.  , 

The  Judge  Advocate  in  reply  said: 

The  Government  can  at  any  time  or  at  any 
stage  of  the  proceedings  quash  any  set  of 
charges  and  specifications  against  the  accused, 
when  the  interests ot  theservice may  seem  to de- 
mand  it,  and  with  that  is  an  end  a/ the  case 
Whan  the  Judge  Advocate  6ay3  to  tho  accused, 
the  Government  withdraws  its  charges  and 
specifications  against  you,  the  man  is  then  froe, 
without  aay  proceeding  ponding  against  hiin. 
As  to  this  Commission  giving  a  verdict  of 
acquittal,  or  proceeding  to  a  finding  before  this 
witness  can  be  used,  let  me  say  that  it  cannot 
proceed,  Ei  makes  the  finding  and  passes  its 
sentence  in  any  given  case;  the  proceeding  are 
then  forwarded  to  the  Commanding  General 
convening  the  court  for  Lis  approval  and  con- 
firmation or  disapproval.  It  it  is  v.  class  of 
cases  in  which  he  has  the  power  to  execute  the 
sentence,  it  is  then  promulgated  in  general 
orders  ar.d  made  known  to  the  accused  and  to 
the-  world.  If  It  is  not  a  case  in  which  the  Com- 
manding General  has  power  to  execute  and  car- 
ry into  effect,  he  adds  bis  approval  or  disap- 
proval as  the  casn  may  be,  and  forwards  It  to 
the  proper  authority  fer  approval,  and  then  it 
is  made  ksewn  air^r  being  acted  upon  by  the 
proper  t-uthority.  In  this  case,  for  instance, 
the  proceedings  would  probably  h<»ve  to  go  to 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  be  de- 
layed perhaps  for  months. 

Thj  very  nature  and  constitution  of  a  mili- 
tary court  precludes  the  possibility  of  the  exist- 
ence of  any  such  a  rule  in  this  court. 
Horace  Heffren,  a  witness   for   the    Govern- 


ment, was  then  introduced,  and  teiog  duly 
sworn  by  the  Judge  Advocate,  testified  as  fol- 
lows: 

Question  by  the  Judge  Advocate: 

Pieaso  state  your  name,  place  of  residence, 
.it:d  business. 

An3\ver.  My  name  is  Horace  Heffren ;  resi- 
dence, Salem,  Waohington  county,  Indiuna; 
my  profession,  'hat  of  an  attorney;  my  office 
is  at  Salem. 

Q.    How  long  hive  you  resided  there  7 

A.    Since  March,  18BT. 

Q,  Pleoae  state  to  the  Court  whether  you 
ever  joined  an  Order  called  American  Knights,  | 
or  Order  of  Sons  of  Liberty,  if  so,  when  aad 
where? 

A.  I  joined  an  Order  called  Amarica'n 
J£aight5»  ioniewtoers  in  tho  latter  part  of  the 
'  year  'CJ,  probably  in  tno  month  of  November 
or  December.  1  Lave  no  mean*  of  telling  the 
precis?  time.'  1  have  not  my  diary  of  last  year 
with  me;  if  i  had,  I  could  tel I  the  precise 
day. 

Q.     Did  you  belong  to   any  similar  Order  or 
one  with  similar  intentd  and  purposes,  of  a  dif- 
,  ferent  name  previous  to  that? 
I      A.    I  did  not. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  belong  to  the  Golden 
Circle  ? 

A.  No,  sir.  I  belong  to  the  Freemasons, 
but  15  no  other  secret  Order. 

Q  Atwhcsa  tvlicitnticm  did  jou  join  the 
Order? 

A.  I  do  not  know  that  1  can  say  it  was  at 
the  solicitation  of  any  person.  Mr.  Bailey,  of 
Terre  Baiiie,  came  to  Salem.  I  kn6W  his  face 
and  rsco^ni^ed  bin;,  but  could  not  call  his 
name.  He  told  mo  what  his  business  was,  and 
I  got  twelve  more  men  besides  myself,  and  we 
vtre  taken  into  the  Order  of  American  Knights 
in  my  onace- 

Q      Who  initiate*!  you? 

A.     Mr.  Baiity. 

Q     Where  does  he  res:.de  now? 

A.  I  understand  he  is  dead.  I  have  made 
inquiries  since  I  have  been  in  prison,  and  that 
is  what  I  am  told. 

Q.     You  say  this  was  in  Noveui'Mert 

A.     In  t.'oyember  or  December,  lStiX 

Q      Who  else  was  ir4tiat,_d  at  that  iirn>.'? 

A.  James  B.  Wilson,  William  0.  McOouky, 
„Ad  m  Outshaw,  D.loss  Heffren,  Ell  Bouaer, 
WUiUm  P.  LJretn,  and  John  B.  Pitts  I  think— 
I  am  not  certain  about  aim,  tjiese  $fa  as  far  6S 
I  rec-oHeut  now. 

(J.  What  was  the  unit  Lodge  or  Country 
Tdinp.1*  YQU^ttended  after  ycur  initiation? 

A.  Iu  order  **  ^alia  IPJ  story  connected,  I 
must  taplain.  I  was  elected  £*•*!  wc  h&i  taken 
th  j  three  degrees  as  Grand  Seignior  of  tha 
County  Tecjp'e;  James  Williams  as  Secretary, 
Adams  Cutshay  as  Treasurer-  The  Lodge  was 
iu  my  office,  in  the  town  of  Salem. 

Q.  Wnen  did  you  take  the  first,  second  and 
third  degrees? 

A.     I  took  the  three  degrees  that  very  night. 

Q.  When  did  ypu  n*xt  attend  a  County 
Temple? 

A.  There  never  was  but  one  County  Temple 
after  that,  in  our  county,  to  my  knowledge;  and 
ihat  wa«  for  the  election  after  my  time  was  np. 

Q.     When  was  that? 

A.  Not  far  from,  the  32d  of  February,  1864. 
I  wai  instructed  thijj  thjre  was  to  be  a  meeting 
on  the  loLh  and  17th  of  frebraaty,  a4d  that,  a? 
Grand  Seignior,  I  was  the  delegate  from  the 
County  Temple.  I  came  here  and  attended  the 
meetings  of  the  Wth  and  17th;  when  there  I 
was  instructed  that  there  was  to  be  a  new  elec- 
tion of  omeoro  for  the  ensuing  year,  and  wc 
elected  officers,  piubabiy  a.  tfeek  fiora  that 
time,  when  Logan  was  elected  Gro,nil  Seignior 
in  my  place. 

Q.  Had  yon  attended  any  meeting  previous 
to  tho  16th  and  17th  of  February? 

A.    7k::l  was  the  first  aud  only  one. 

Q.    How  did  yo^  come  to  that  meeting? 

A.    As  delegate  from  the  County  Temple. 

Q.    Who  presided? 

A.    H.  H-  Dodd. 

Q.     Who  was  Secretary? 

A.     Mr.  Hairlsoo,  who  w«e  a  witness  here. 

Q.  Di'i  you  meet  any  of  tho  accused  at  thai 
meeting? 

A.  I  met  Dr.  Bowles  there,  and  Mr.  Milllgan, 
1  tLi;ik.  the  second  day;  I  did  not  see  Mr. 
Humphreys;  never  met  that  gentleman  any- 
v.  heie  as  a  member  of  the  Order  of  American 
Kaighls;  I  never  met  him  except  as  a  Free 
Mason.  I  never  saw  Mr.  Horsey  till  I  came  into 
court,  and  ha  wa3  required  to  plead  the  e«mc 
tiniR  ah  I  was. 


Q.  At  that  meeting  on  the  16th  and  17th  of 
February  you  say  you  met  Dr.  Bowles  and  Mr. 
JJilligun? 

A.  l\i,  sir;  Mr.  tfiiligan  on  the  second  day, 
I  b  Hove. 

Q  Give  to  the  court  t;  e  business  transacUid, 
ana  what  you  learned  was  transacted  at  tho3« 
mtetinas  on  the  16th  aud  17th  of  February. 

A.    TheGraad  Muster  rea4  an  address;    cer- 
tain cjmraittefcs  were  appointed — one,  I  think 
upon  11  newspaper  to  disseminate  the  viewd  of 
the  organization,  and  educate  tho  Democratic 
mind  up  to  what  was  thought  it  ought  to  1)  ;    a 
committre  upon  literature  was  appointed;  and 
p.  committee   to  see   whether  a   person    by   the 
name  at  Michael  Malott  had  been  divulging  the 
eci-rds  of  the  organisation. 
Q     Who  constituted  those  committors? 
A.     I  could  not  tell. 
Q.     Were  you  on  any  couamiite.-t 
A.     I  was,  cir. 
0.     On  what? 

A.     To   ferret  out   whether    Mr.   Malott  had  ' 

joen  revealing  the  secrets  of  the  Order. 

Q.     What  diu  you  do  in  porsiiaribe  of  that? 

A.     We    called     tho     committee    together, 

Drought   Malott  before  us,  and  a  person  whosb 

na.^e  I  do  not  remombe.r.     We  investigated  aii 

all  we  could.     Mr.  McBride,  of  Evan6viUe,  was 

one  of  the  committee;  the  others  I  do  not  re- 

mombtf.     It  was  mere  rumor  and  hearsay;  and 

I  told  the  committco  that  I  professed  to  know 

Something  in   regard  to  law,    and  I  did  not 

think  Ihut  tha  evidence  was  s^au  mm  we  could 

r.port  to  the  Grand  Council  that  the  cian  was 

guilty,  and  I  recommended  that  we  report  that 

the  man  whs  notjuultr  of  reveling  the  secrets. 

ml.«h«Bt  m^iiijSTme  cf  tes  Ofla? 
enjolB  as  tc  tallto^igajiSn? 

A,  I  took  8oi 
what  they  werM 

Q.  Do  you  nl 
for  revealing  the 

A.  I  understi 
have  read,  and  wf 
have  learned  sin 
speaking. 

Q.    What  4o  y 
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nean,by  that: 
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A.    The  earn 

Q.    Was  it  a  n 
carried  out,  as  fk«? 

A.    That  I  emaot -answer. 

Q.  Did  jou  Staff  any  cou,3ult&tk-:i  at  tin 
me-ej.mg,  in  r*fereaco  to  v.  ma:  by  the  a'ame  c 

A.  I  dj  not  Ihink  that  I  did;  I  do  not  re 
collect  any  perufln  mentioning  his  niime. 

Q.  Were  yau^t  the  meeting  of  tho  14th  o 
June? 

Q.    Were  uot  th.i  injlitarv  committees  ap- 
pointed on  the  lethand  l&h  of  February? 
I      A.    No,  Bir;  they  were  not  a|>poio.teJiuconu- 
all  as  I  nndoreyood. 

1     Q.    Were  an)1  military  oppoia'.uisnifi  or  elec- 
tions made?  ' 

A.    Yes,  sirj  1.     --;  * 

Q.    What  wsre  they? 

A.  Grand  Commander,  D?puty  Grand  Com- 
mander, and  Major  Gener.--.ls  for  tho  four  divi- 
sions of  the  Sikteof  ludian.i,  a  Secretary,  aad  1 
think  Treasurer.  Mr.  Dodd  was  elected  Gnnd 
Commander;  I  was  elected  Deputy  Grand  Com- 
mander; Mr.  Milligan  V7*> . i «!'>.■. te  J  Major  Gtn ,-ral 
of  his  district. 

Q.    Was  Mr.  Milligau  present  at  L:s  eh  ction? 

A.  1  cannot  Say  that  I::  wa^  present  till  the 
second  day.jgoji-S&e  election  of  Major  Genernls 
took  place  c%  the  first  day  I  believe.  M  r.  Hum- 
phreys was  ele3t¥d  in  l.u  duitriet.  lie  was  not 
present  either  day.  fcLjor  McGran"  of  Harri- 
son ceunly,  was  elect'- \  in  mv  district  as  M.ijor 
General,  and'Colonel  John  0.  Walker  w.13  elect- 
ed for  the  Northwest  district.  The  State  was 
divided  into  four  divisions.  1  do  not  know  ex- 
actly how  the  lines  run;  but  it  was  divided  by 
counties.  Dr.  Bowles  lived  in  Orange  county, 
and  the  Hue  ran  between  Washington  aud  Or-  j 
ange  eoitnlMg-  Mnjar  McGrane  lived  immedi- 
ately south (feL'.V.tsbingioD.  He  nud  I  roomed 
together,  wj^wa  ha.l  a  jj-eat  qm!  of  talk,  and 
he  told  me' he  would  have  uolhicg  to  do  wi:h 
it.  XD0  n®^1  morning  Orange  county  woj  add- 1 
ed'to'the  souta-wjsu-e.-u  i!i.isio:i,  i^  PhicL  Dr 
Bowies  w^r  Mejcr  McGranr-  declined,  «.nd  Dr. 
Bowles  rajB unanimously  eJeote4  in  !>lace  of] 
McGrane^l 

Q.    Wk»t  other  business  of   inu-orLaocs   of' 
took  place  at  either  of  these  meetings? 
A.    The  next  thing  I   recollect   was  reports 
j  tram  some  t^mmitttefi,  about,  literature,  and  1 


think  h  najcprait.yj  but  I  did  not,  pay  any  at 
teution  to  it.  My  inipresoioa  is  that  wo  laid 
the  matters  on  the  table.  I  was  ou  tha  com- 
mittee with  respect  to  tho  newspaper;  nnd  I 
think  Mr.  Bingham  was  on  that  committee  with 
uie;and  w*.dtc:dedthatit  was  all  ahumbug,  and 
we  would  havo  nothing  w  do  wita  it,  but 
reeomrnond  an  Indefinite  postponement  with 
regard  to  the  newspaper.  Matteisia  regarJ  to 
the  progress  of  the  Order  were  also  talked  of, 
and  reports  wbre  called  for. 

Q.  What  was  6aid  to  bs  the  strength  of  the 
Order  at  tha'.  time? 

A.  I  do  not  know  what  the  strength  of  the 
Order  was. 

Q,  «*Vaa  anything  said  about  the  aggregate 
number  of  the  Orilar  at  '.Lat  time'' 

A.  I  think  th.i  Secretary  reported  that  Le 
hud  not  roceivod  returis  from  a:  vcr.-.l  couutiep, 
so  that  the  correct  number  could  not  be  ascer- 
tained. 

Q.    Of  what  political  faith   were,  the  major- 
ity of  the  men  comprising  tha:  organization? 
A.    They  were  all  Democrats. 
Q.    State   whether  auy   other  class  of  men 
were  admitted,  -or  was  it  a  tunc  uua  nan  that  a 
man  must  he  a  Democrat? 

A.  I  do  not  think  any  one  would  hive  got 
in  unless  he  professed  to  b^  a  Democrat, 

Q.  State  to  the  court  what  were  the  general 
purposes  and  objects  of  that  Order,  so  fur  ao 
you  learned. 

A.  la  the  first  plac  >,  I  understood  there 
were  two  organizations,  one  within  the  other; 
the  civil  orgunizallou,  to  which  the  raabo  of  the 
members  belang,  and  which,  a.;  far  a3  I  evor 
kuew,  wad  purely  political,  to  bring  out  the 
Democratic  vote  to  ihe  polls,  and  to  insure  the 
success  of  the  principles  of  the  D-omocratic  par- 
ty, by  ei-r.ry  intaoa  in  cur  power  to  pot  every 
voter  out  to  rust  his  vou ;  :>nd  P.3  we  had  been 
told  by  thosj  who  iasiru  ted  us,  that  it  was 
tho  deliberate  design  and  arrangement  of  the 
abolition  party  to  prevent  voting,  we  deter  sained 
to  have  a  free  fight  or  a  fair  election.  Ihavebten 
told  by  members  of  th6  Order  that  the  other 
portion  of  tho  orgaaiz-uion  had  for  its  object 
the  separating  of  fcfee  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana, 
Illinois,  Missouri  and  K  iitacky  from  the 
Baa. era  States,  ar»d  make  ■■  Northwesters  con- 
federal}-; and  failing  in  that,  join  our  fortunes 
with  the  South.  That  was  ihe  military  part  of 
it,  which  was  not  cocumo'..ic.i/ed  or  kno*/n  to 
the  membt-rs  of  the  civil  orgaiiiaiijiaai^fid  1 
presume  I  never  would  have  known  it.  had U. 
not  been  fJr  the  position  1  held  as  Deputy 
Urand  Comaiimd&r. 

TJ*  What  proportion  of  tL->  members  be- 
longed to  the  military  portion  cf  the  organiza- 
tion? 

A.  Only  Ilia  leaders;  they  were  to  control 
the  matter  through  a  committee  or  thivteen, 
who  were  to  be  known  only  to  the  Grand  Com- 
mander and  ihernseivea.  They  were  to  so  con- 
trol us  a3  so  bring  us  into  their  Uap.  That  was 
why  1  said  it  was  a  humbug,  and  said  1  wcu'd 
hr.ve  nothing  to  do  Willi  it. 

Q.  Have  any  of  the  .'chmea  <  f  the  Order 
como  to  your  knowledge  since  then? 

A.  Yes,  sir.  The  schemes  of  a  few  of  the  lead- 
eis  of  this  military  part  a?  the  Ord-r,  and  the 
Behemes  of  thess  were  uahcovrn  to  the  great 
mass  of  the  Order. 

Q.    Do  you  say  thai  it  wsti  to  these,  military 
leaders  alone  this  was  confined? 
A.     Ves,  sir;  I  think  eg. 
Q     WasDoud  considered  a  military  leader? 
A.    He  was;  but  tLvre  was  «  men  over  hiar- 
Q.     Who  was  that? 
A.     It  was  Dr.  Bowies. 
Q.     Pi*  ase  to  explain  that. 
A.    The  State  was  divided  off  into  HiiiUry 
Departments,  and  there  was  an  oflicer  of  the 
Military  Department,  who  was  Supreme  Com- 
mander to  tho  Grand  Commander  of  the  Civil 
Department,  wht»  had   his  Adjutant,   Stuff,  k:.. 
He   controlled   the    Military    Department,    and 
saw  to  the  arniiDg,  ammuuition,  and  the  pro- 
curing of  funds. 

Q.  Then  the  civil  was  subservient  to  the 
military? 

A-     ves,. sir,  and  kne^    uoihlag  except  the 
few  who  we.rt  in  the  confidence  of  the  military. 
Q.     Dei  vou  learn   who  wso  on  the  Staff  of 
this  military  leader  Dr.  Bowles? 

Q.  Yet1,  sir;  it  is  James  B.  Wilson;  he  told 
iijo  b0  himself. 
Q.  What,  is  tho  position  he  held? 
A.  He  told  me  ho  was  Adjutant  General  ou 
Dr.  Bowles's  Staff.  In  fact,  nearly  all  the  ic- 
for,t.ati::^  \  ever  received,  except  what  I  receiv- 
ed on  the  lptbi  and  17lh  of  February,  \  received 
from  Mr.  Wilson,  after  hjs  return  from  l'r. 
BowWfl  at  French  Lick  Springs,  Orange  eou»ty. 


Q  What  dicj  \oij  leafo  in  reference  to  the 
arming  of  this  urdeiJ 

A.    1  novcr  uudirct-jod  th;t   tho  men  of  the 
rank  and  tilo  ot  tho  civil  organization  ft  ere  to 
ba  armed,  that  i.\  at  tho  expanse  of  the  Order. 
Q.     How  were  they  10  arm? 

A.     They  were  te  doitamaug  themselves. 
0.    Who  wps  it  that  wa3  to  be  armsd  by  the 
QrijerV" 

A-  '  These  men  who  were  to  be  under  thecon- 
trol  of  the  Commanding  General,  that  is  the 
military  commander. 

Q.  How  did  they  make  this  division  as  to 
who  were  to  be  armed  by  the  Order,  and  who 
were  to  arm  themselves? 

4..  1'hfcff,  we^e  „erWia  u-en  thiy  selected  to 
whom  to  couuiunicate  that  which  it  would  not 
do  to  communicate  to  everybody. 

Q.  Did  they  go  into  a  township,  forinatanco, 
ana  pick  out  the  nun  that  were  to  be  armed  by 
the  Order? 

A.    I  think  not,  sir. 

£>.  Thm  how  could  they  tall  whom  thay 
were  to  arm,  ana  whom  they  could  rely  upon  to 
arm  themselves'.1 

A.  I  do  not  kr.ow.  They  had  a  way  of  as- 
certaining the  number  of  arms  of  different  kinds 
that  the  members  of  the  Order  had;  in  this  way, 
they  would  take  a  sheet  of  pa^er"  and  i^io  it  iu 
columns,  a3  for  keeping  a  taliy,  heading  each 
column  with "sppleg.  corn,  b^ans,  or  anything 
you  please,  bo  that  you  understand  what  those 
things  were  intended  for.  Apples  might 
stand  for  rifles;  corn  for  shot-guns;  beanB  for 
pistols,  and  potatoes  for  ammunition,  and  any- 
thing else  for  lead.  This  sheet  would  be  a  re- 
port of  the  number  of  atma  foucd  by  thoso 
making  the  return. 

Q.  Was  thera  any  agreement  between  the 
members  of  the  Prder,  as  to  how  it  should  be 
understood  by  those  to  whom  tho  report,  was 
made? 

A.  My  instructions  were  to  report  by  the 
secret  cipher  how  many  there  were.  Kaeh 
Township  Temple  reported  to  ihe  Secretary  of 
the  mother  temple  now  mmy  areas  ana  how 
much  ammunition  they  had,  and  then  that. 
Secretary  reported  to  the  Gr^nd  Secretary  of 
the  State  Council. 

Q.  Do  you  know  cf  any  attempt*;  on  the 
part  of  the'  members  oi  this  Order  to  arm  the 
Order? 

A.  1  only  know  that  trom  hearsay,  from 
members  of  the  Order.  1  ouly  know  what  Mr- 
Wilson  told  iiie. 

Q.    Was  Mr.  Wilson  a  member  of  the  Order? 

A.     Ye6,  sir;  he  was  initiated  wnen  I  was. 

Q.    What  did  he  state  to  you? 

A.  Ho  had  b~en  away  to  French  Lick 
Springs,  to  Dr.  Bowles.  When  he  came  back 
from  there,  inyseif,  and  i  think  l-owugond  Cut- 
ahaw,  a  man  by  the  name  of  Pnrlcfl,  .nd  my 
Impression  is  that  Mr.  C.  McCoskoy  was  there, 
sitting  or  standing  at  the  Clerk's  office  door. 
The  people  iu  thai,  country  were  at  fever  heat, 
anxious  and  unquiet,  with  rumors  of  this,  that 
and  the  other;  and  the  matter  came  up  iu  that 
conversation  in  regard  to  resisting  the  drif*', 
when  Mr.  Wilson  ;;t;|b-d  a  roll  out  his  pcoket. 
wrapped  up  like  a  banker  'a  parcel,  ana  said 
there  was  one  thousand  dollars  he  hau  just  got 
from  Dr.  Bowles,  to  procure  arms  andammuni- 

tloa  f&  S'al  ci'ihif,  iii  ihift  was  plegi^  ttin 

0,.    Did  he  state  cnyttnug  6'Se? 

A.    Kot  at  that  tlrde,  but  he  did  :Ute,v;lrds. 

Q      Wh.it  was  thai? 

a.  That  there  was  Lalf  a  million  cf  dollars 
s.mt  to  Indiana,  Illinois  and  Rentueky,  1 
think,  by  rebel  agents  in  Oanad;*,  lor  tue  pur- 
pose of  procuring  arms  and  arumuuition  for 
these  Northwestern  States,  to  erm  themselves 
with.  I    '     - 

Q      Wqo  received  this  money  in  thisStai-e? 

A.  Mr.  Dodd,  I  was  told,  and  Mr.  John  0. 
Walker. 

Q.     by  whom  were  you  told? 

A.  By  Dr.  Wilson.  1  never  go  a  wo;J 
Urn  Mr.  Bowles,  Mr.  Humphreys,  Mr.  MilHg-.n 
ot  Mr.  Horsey,  in  ray  lite. 

Q.  Who  did  he  say  received  th*t  moae,>  in 
(.his  Sta,te? 

A  I  understood  h;ai  to  say  Mr.  Djdd  and 
Mr.  Walker. 

Q.     What  amount  did  tin  y  receive? 

A.     A  hundrtd  thousand  dollars  f'ich. 

Q.     How  wa3  it  to  be  expuaded? 

A.  A  portion  of  it  was  to  go  lo  Dr.  Bswles, 
to  bo  spent  in  his  part  of  tho  State  in  parch  so- 
ing  arms  and  ammunition. 


Cj.    For  whom? 

A.  For  the  militsry  order  that  h.-d  its  con- 
nection with  the  Order  of  Amc ricna  Knight3. 

Q.  When  did  you  htve  this  conversation 
with  him? 

A.  It  could  not.  have  been  far  from  Ihe  mid- 
dle of  June,  1864.  I  think  so  from  the  fact  that 
I  was  told  a  Grand  Council  was  to  be  held  hero  ( 
about  that  time,  and  it  was  shortly  attet  that, 
that  he  and  I  had  this  conversation.  It  must 
have  been  in  June. 

Q.  Did  he  get  that  information  at  that  meet- 
ing? 

A.  I  am'not  certniu  that  he  came  to  Icdisu- 
apolis,  butlt  was  shortir  n!\-.  r  th.-.t  meeting 
that  he  told  me.  Whether  he  went  to  the  meet- 
ing, or  pot  it  frcrn  Dr.' Bowles,  1  cau  not  say. 

Q.  Did  you  learn  from  him,  or  other  mem- 
bers of  the  Order,  for  what  purposa  those  arms 
were  to  be  uded  attar  they  were  purchased  and 
distributed  to  the  members  o»  the  Order  o, 
American  Knighta? 

A.  I  never  heard  how  they  were  to  be  dis- 
tributed, neither  c'o  I  know  to  whom  thr-y  were 
to  be  distributed;  t>ut  X  supposed,  as  a  matter 
of  course,  they  were  tr>  ba  aistributed  to  mem- 
bers of  the  Order,  and  were  to  be  used  either  to 
defead  themselves  from  oppression  and  wrong, 
or  to  fight  aaything  that  came  to  fight  them. 

Q.  Were,  or  woto  not  these  arms  to  be  ueeo 
ia  carrying  out  tho  purposes  of  the  Order  thxt 
you  have  detailed? 

A.  I  understood  thay  were  to  b*  ustd  for  tha 
purpose  of  can yinx  out  the  military  pan  of 
the  organization  of  the  American  K».ights. 

Q.  Do  you  kaow  wh«n  the  Order  waa 
cha  aged? 

A.    I  presume  it  was  changed  before  June? 

Q.  Before  you  had  this  conversation  with 
Dr.  Wilson? 

A.     I  think  it  was. 

A.  I  understood  you  to  say  ihtt  the  object 
of  the  military  part  of  this  Order  was  to  estab- 
lish a  Northwest  Confederacy  in  conjunction 
with  the  Southern  Confederacy? 

A.  Ne>,  Sir.  I  understood  the  object  to  be 
to  separate  themeelves  from  the  Eastern  States, 
and  form  a  Confederacy  ol  themselves;  or 
else,  filling  to  do  that,  join  tbeir  fortunes  to 
ttr:  Southern  Confederacy. 

Q.  Then  were,  or  wtro  not  tho:-o  arms  to 
be  need  in  carrying  out  these  objects  ot  tho 
military  organization'.' 

A.    That  was  my  understanding     ■ 

Q.  Did  you  ever  see  more  than  this  $1,000 
that  you  ever  saw  with  Mr.  Wilson  ? 

A.    I  never  did. 

Q.  Did  ycu  learn  of  any  arms  being  bought 
by  him  ? 

A.  He  and  I  had  very  little  talk  for  three 
months  past ;  but  I  never  heard  of  his  offering 
to  buy  an  armor  ammunition.  I  never  learned 
frsm  anybody  that  he  did.  I  was  asked  what 
he  did  with  tho  money,  but  I  did  not  kaow. 

Q.  Werethees  military  objects  of  the  Older 
discussed  either  individually  or  publicly,  at 
the  motllDgB  of  the  16th  and  17th  of  Fehnt- 
ary  ? 

A.  Ths  matter  w£5  talked  of  by  soino  oi  us, 
perhiips  a  few  ol  no  iu  a  comer,  cr  off  to  cae 
side. 

Q.  Did  yon  at  that  tioi«  ever  tela  with  Mr. 
Mlliigan  or  Mr.  Bowles  upon  thatsubject? 

A.  Mr.  Bowles  was  probably-  there  ore 
morning  wh  -n  we  were  talking  about  iu  I  re- 
member th^rs  was  something  about  his 
papers,  about  his  beiug  a  Major  General  th.it 
did  not  Buit  him;  and  1  know  we  had  talks 
among  ourselves,  probably  five  or  six  of  ub  at 
a  time. 

Q.  Did  there1  ever  como  to  your  knowledgo 
at  any  time,  any  iutention  on  the  pan  of  this 
Order  to  taks  possession  of  the  Stan  Govern- 
ment? '       "     ' 

A.     Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Detail  to  the  Court  what  yuu  learned  in 
reference  to  that? 

A.  This  I  also  received  bom  the  same 
source — Dr.  Wilson.  He  told  me  that  upuu  « 
trrtaln  day,  tbe  l<ith,  but  whether  of  August  of 
July  lam  aot  certain,  of  this  year,  there  was 
to  havo  been  an  uprising;  tha  prisoners  were  to 
bo  releaSDd  at  thd  camp  near  Ohfcago— I  think 
Uanip  Douglas— it  Camp  Morton,  and  a  camp 
near  Culumbua,  Ohio.  Camp  Cn.tse  it  is  called, 
r  bfilieve.  They  were  all  to  be  released.  The 
arsenals,  of  the  United  States  were  to  be  seizea, 
aud  the  prisoners  armed  with  the  aruu  r.r.d 
equipments  contained  therein. 

Q.     W  hat  thou  was  to  ba  done? 

A.  Governor  Morton  w.:s  io  bo  t  :L,ou  ere 
of. 


Q.  •  v>  uat  ao  you  mean  uj  ueiag  Unea  far* 
of? 

A.  He  was  to  be  held  as  a  ho3tage  for  thuso 
who  might  be  taken  prisoaere,  and  engaged  in 
the  uprising.  Dr.  Athon  was  to  be-  Governor, 
uader  the  law  of  the  Bute  of  Indiana,  paeaed  a 
few  sessions  okic*;  i«  case  of  the  Governor  fail- 
ing to  serve,  he  would  be  Governor;  we  should 
call  out  the  militia,  and  Lave  everything  our 
own  way,' 

Q.  In  case  you  failed  to  capture  Governor 
Morton,  what  then? 

A.  In  case  ho  was  no*  captured  und  made 
hostage,  ho  was  to  bo  n»s-l«  waj  wita  Lmaome 
wuy,  but  I  never  was  tald  hew. 

Q;  After  the  arsc-uals  wtr-j-s^rzed,  the^e  rebrl 
prboners  armed,  and  the  membftSi-oi  »he  Order 
armed,  what  t'uoa  vas  to  bo  done  by  the  mem- 
bers of  tho  Order? 

A.  I  did  not  understand  that  all  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Order  were  to  take  parti  it  was  tho 
military  part,  and  as  many  as  could  be  iaduced 
by  excitement  or  any  meacs,  as  many  as  could 
be  drawn  into  it  through  the  influence  of  tho 
military  loaders.  Then  the  State  Government 
was  tc  go  ahaad,  with  the  Isw  and  Ojostitution 
as  we  had  it,  except  that  Dr.  Athon  wua  to  it- 
place  Govoruo  Morton. 

Q.  Was  this  tuhenie  known  or  imported  to 
any  but  members  of  the  order? 

A.    Not  that  I  ever  knew  of. 

Q.  State  whether  or  not  leadiug  Democrats 
of  the  State  were  given  this  scheme? 

A.  Only  to  members  of  the  Order;  I  never 
knew  of  its  being  communicated  to  any  Demo- 
crat unless  he  was  a  member  of  the  Order,  and 
I  think  it  wa*  nof. 

Q.  Did  a  rr^aa  by  the  naiue  of  John  Bow- 
aari,  of  )V&3hingtcn  county,  belong  to  this  Or- 
dsr? 

A-  1  never  met  htin,  but  I  understood  he 
was  a  member.  There  were  very  few  Demo- 
crats in  our  county  (Washington)  but  what 
-were  members.  I  think  Mr.  Bowman  knew 
nothing  about  it;  at  least  not  to  my  knowl- 
edge. 

a.    Die}    yea   bar;,   vbat  ty.as   douo  at  tne 
tiaa  in  ifew  fork  on  the  22d  of  February? 

A.  Nothing  except  that  the  ritual  was  chang- 
ed. I  am  not  certain  whether  that  was  in  New 
York  or  Chicago. 

Q.  Do  you  know  who  this  council  of  16 
were?  c 

A.    I  do  not  know  of  each  a  council  j  never 
hsaid  or  it  till  i  va«  atrestea.     f  have  some 
!  Indirect  knowledge  of  a  coancil  of  thirteen. 
|     Q.    Was  Dr.  Wilson  at  that  meeting  in  Ohi- 
!cago?  ' 

A.    I  cannot  state. 
'    Q.    Did  he  tell  you  whether  ho  was  or  not? 

A.    I  am  not  positive,  I  do  not  think  ho  did. 

Q.  You  say  you  did  have  some  indirect 
knowledge  0f  the  Committee  of  Thirteen'} 
What  wae  it*' 

A.  I  understood  there  was  such  a  Commit- 
tee; that  it  was  appointed  by  the  Grand  Com- 
mander, and  known  only  to  him  and  tho  me  mbers 
tbemaejvea. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  the  appointment  of  a 
Committee  of  Ten? 

A.  The  Committee  of  Ten  that  I  think  you 
refer  to  was  not  a  Committee.  They  were  in- 
dividuals selected,  as  my  understanding  was, 
to  take  care  of  Governor  Morton. 

Q.    Did  you  learn  who  they  were? 

A.    I  did  not. 

Q.  What  do  vou  mean  by  taking  care  of 
Gov.  Mortou? 

A.  To  hold  him  as  a  hs3tage;  or,  in  case  he 
could  not  be  held,  whether  he  was  to  be  killed, 
or  sot,  I  did  not  hear;  but  he  was  to  be  put  oat 
of  the  way  by  some  means. 

Q.  They  were  to  dispone  of  ii&i  ajd  get  hiui 
out'  of  the  way;  how? 

A.  I  cannot  Bay;  but  they  were  to  get  rid  of 
bim  in  some  way  if  he  was  not  held  as  a  host- 
age. 

I     One  of  the  coune&l  for  the  aceuaed  made  the 
following  remarks: 

There  are  peculiar  circumstances  attending 
what  has  taken  place  this  afternoon,  and'  I  re- 
gard it  as  my  duty  to  make  a  statement  which 
I  ask  to  be  put  upon  the  records  of  this  court. 
My  relations  to  all  parties  hero  are  well  known 
to  this  Commission.  I  have  not  only  been 
couB3«l-  for  Mr.  HeffreD,  but,  as  the  records 
show,  I  am  counsel  for  other  defendants,  it 
places  mo  in  rathciv  a  queer  position  before 
th«W,  aid  perhaps  before  this  court*  and  I  de- 


sire to  make  this  statement,  wnich  t  uave  put 
in  writing,  *nd  which  I  ask  to  have  put  upon 
the  records.  ... 

IbDIANAPOLIS,  Nov.  4,  1864. 

May  il  pkasc  the  Court  : 
|  Bt-inir  counsel  for  Mr.  Hcffren  and  abo  »ur 
other  defendants  ou  this  trial,  i  doCU  it  due  to 
thoso  other  'da  feu  dan  is,  and  vo  my  own  profess- 
ional and  perSQud  honor,  most  solemnly  to 
Istaie'to  this  Commission,  aad  in  '.Ho  presence 
I  of  tboss  other  defendant,  that  I  had  no  knowU 

gtae  &f  LftUtafttioi  tot  t'aa  wcnoMwa  «*«* 

if.i&  nefffta  was  to  Y.c  abandoned,  and  xktt  b» 
was  to  be  r-ut  on  the  atand  at  a  witness,  until 
ia  open  -cart,  be  was  called  to  the  staud  by  the 

.Judge  Advocat.:  that  I  was  in  no  wjae,  or 
by  Lj  pe:coa  ciisaUed  m  re^aiu  to  it;  that  1 

I  r£ver  directly,  or  indirectly  sought,  or  even i  n- 

j  tertained  me  idea  of  the  bringing  about  ot  sucn 

i  a  robu'.t.  , 

(Signed.)  Ctbl'9  L.  Ddnuam. 

Tho  Oommishion  thou  adjournod  to  meet  on 

I  Thursday,  November  10,  at  2  o'clock  ?.  U, 


:U,>... 
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